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Abstract

The paper discusses the concept of a ‘publication regime’. It is based on the realization that there is
an increasing interrelationship between the procedures regulating scientific publication, adopted by
the major publishing companies, and the procedures implemented by university authonties for the
appointment and promotion of academic staff. The ‘regime’ has emerged in the neo-liberal
environment of the contemporary West, and is spreading through the rest of the world. In this
discussion, there are four interrelated issues to address in the emergence and globalization of the
publication regime: 1. The regulation of the publication process; 2. The metrification of the
nomination and promotion criteria deployed by Western universities; 3. The adoption of the
publication regime by universities in the emerging regions of the world; 4. The disciplining of early
academic staff in emerging regions to prepare them for participation in the regime. Specific
examples are taken from the field of tourism studies. The theoretical approach combines elements
of the mobilities approach, particularly Urry's concept of ‘mobilities regimes’ combined with
Foucault's approach to disciplining as a modern technology of power. These approaches have yet to
be applied to the study of academic publishing or promotions in a globalizing world.
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