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Abstract

The deployment of history in fiction is, and continues to be, a hotly contentious issue. Yet, history
largely remains as an enduring source of inspiration for literary writings. World War |l under the
Japanese occupation arguably features as a powerful episode of history within Southeast Asia, not
least in Negara Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia. Two great literary talents, namely the acclaimed
Muslim Burmat and award-winning Tan Twan Eng, have used that history as a fundamental basis for
their fictional works. With the historical past of a Japanese military presence serving as the novels’
shared background, both Permainan Laut (2008) and The Garden of Evening Mists (2012) carefully
weave the painful experiences of individuals and the collective memory of society into their intricate
literary fabric. This presentation, thus, examines the ways that these dual authors approach these
salient issues—by extricating similarities and differences to contribute to an extrapolation into the
richly layered textures of historical narratives. In so doing, it demonstrates the significance of these
integral complexities to reiterate, ultimately, the profound and lasting impact of war on society.
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