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Abstract:  

 

This paper is an attempt to critically engage with the Malaysian nation-state’s bounded notion of 
‘national identity’ and ‘national culture’  in the context of cultural globalisation, in which, according 
to Appadurai, via the growth of media technology, the “imagination” has become “the basis of the 
plurality of imagined worlds” and “staging ground for action”. This presentation seeks to explore the 
possibilities of ‘agency’ in the context of identity-making in Malaysia through the cinematic medium, 
especially the alternative imaginings towards a more fluid notion of ‘national identity’ and ‘national 
culture’, as expressed in the new Malaysian cinema, especially through the works of indie film 
makers . The paper attempts to explore via case studies the contents of these new imaginings of 
‘identity’ which move beyond the confines of ethnicity and fixity as outlined in the 1971 National 
Cultural Policy, a document which has since been the ‘authority-definer’ of ‘nation’ and cultural 
identity in Malaysia.  
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