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Abstract 
  

Scientific knowledge, an essential commodity for the development of a knowledge-based 
economy does not emerge by itself. It has to be nurtured and governed carefully to take roots, to 

be innovative and to be gainfully used. It will be shown, which socio-cultural conditions are 
necessary to utilize knowledge, which government and non-government policies have been 

employed and which results have been achieved. Based on field research in Brunei Darussalam, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam science policies and institutional frameworks will be compared 

and evaluated. Some lessons for an effective governance of knowledge will be drawn. 
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