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Abstract

Recent events have called a renew attention to the analysis of social cohesion and its measure.
Although there is no consensus on the precise definition of social cohesion, there is a broad
acceptance that the sense of belonging, shared values and loyalties and solidarity between citizens
living in the same country are fostered by weak social exclusion, high social capital and social
mobility and vice-versa. We focus on the analysis of social exclusion in Southeast Asian countries and
its potential negative effect on social cohesion. We discuss the respective relevance of inequality
and poverty in defining social exclusion in these countries. We also discuss the respective
importance of absolute and relative poverty in Southeast Asia. We then use data from Gallup World
Poll to measure what can be called subjective poverty to compare it with objective poverty. Our
basic assumption is that the higher the difference between objective measures and subjective
measures of poverty, the more fragile social cohesion is. We present our results for Southeast Asia
and to a minor extent East Asia and South Asia and discuss them.
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