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Abstract

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was established in June 2001 by
China, Russia and four Central Asian states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan. Although many scholars, especially those from the West, tend to
regard this organisation as an anti-Western bloc, it can profitably be investigated
as a conflict management mechanism. Its original form, the Shanghai Five was
initiated in 1996 to deal with border disputes between Russia and the newly
independent Central Asian states on the one hand and China on the other. The
peaceful settlement of these disputes has boosted confidence among the
member states, laying a foundation for regional cooperation in security issues.
Besides fighting against the “Three Evils” of terrorism, separatism and religious
extremism as major threats to regional stability, the SCO is currently embarking
on managing conflicts in the region and beyond, such as the Afghan conflict, the
India-Pakistan rivalry and Iran’s nuclear programme. The seminar will try to
identify various functions of conflict management performed by the SCO and
consider how they contribute to regional peace and stability.
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