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Abstract

The global warming and climate change pose an alarming threat to many island states in the Asia
Pacific Ocean region. The Sea Level Rise (SLR) and wulnerability of coastal offshore and
ecosystems are the additional factors that undermine the long term management and protection
strategy for dealing with ecosystems in the region. Tuvalu is a small island state in the Pacific Ocean
with a land area of only 26 km? and a population of 11,810. Climate change has affected the cultural
landscape and community livelihoods in the coastal atoll areas of Tuvalu. It has been projected by
the IPCC that Tuvalu is most probably the first country in the region that could be gradually
submerged. This raises concerns about the fate of its people, their livelihoods, cultural heritage,
landscapes and ecosystems. This research examines how inhabitants of Tuvalu cope with climate
changes in relation to livelihood strategy, hentage and ecosystems. The study reports that the lack
of awareness and seriousness of the problems that are facing the country in the immediate future
are particularly alarming. The research suggests that climate awareness education and applied
research, training and migration issue should be included in Tuvalu's development plan.
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