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Abstract

The Permanent Court of Arbitration’s decision on the South China Sea came under intense scrutiny
by both claimants and the international community when it was released in July 2016.
Unsurprisingly, the decision provoked a robust challenge from China, calling it “non-effectual” and
‘non-binding’, at the same time as Beijing reasserted its sovereignty over those disputed waters.
What are in Beijing’s calculation with regards to its sovereignty claims over the South China Sea? Is
the PCA decision as “non-effectual” and a "non-binding” as Beijing claimed? Does non-conformation
imply a decline in the regional order, as suggested by some external powers? This seminar explores
the current South China Sea situation from China's perspective, and grounds its findings in the
current context of rising US-China rivalry and increasing uncertainties in the region.
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