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Abstract

The early histonies of the Malaysian states of Sarawak and Sabah, as well as of the sultanate of
Brunei, in north Borneo, rely to a large extent on Chinese sources.

The genealogy of the sultans of Brunei (silisilah rajah-rajah Brunei) is the only Malay source that
records the presence of Ong Sum Ping, an eminent Chinese man who in one way or another was
linked to the early Brunei ruling house. The official Chinese sources of the Yuan (1279-1368) and
Ming (1368-1644) dynasties have no record of Ong Sum Ping and his variant others. Yet Ong in
Borneo lore has been identified as the governor of an alleged Yuan province in Sabah, as an envoy
of the Ming dynasty, and as an admiral of Zheng He's fleet, among others.

The present paper studies how Chinese writers especially since the start of the 200 century have
created these diverse identities and critically examines their credibility.
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