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Abstract

The paper is part of a research project proposal that studies the offshore region of Brunei
Darussalam including the war wrecks that can be found in it. Specific focus will be on the war
wrecks as there are three sunken WWII Wrecks offshore Brunei which can still be visited by
divers. Only two of these three wrecks can be visited by recreational divers. A few kilometers
offshore Muara lsland, the USS Salute and the Japanese Imabari Maru (also known as the
Australian Wreck] sank in water of 25 1o 35 meters deep and are now resfing on a muddy sea
bottom. These wrecks are still clearly visible in their full shape and with several war artefacts sfill
found on their surfaces (e.g.. bullets, cannons and automatic guns). These two wrecks are both
sites of memory of World War |l in Brunei. Especially in the larger Imabari Maru a number of
victims are slill located within the vessel compartments. The sinking of such massive and large
vessels on the muddy sea bottom has created over the years an amazing ecosystem where an
impressive variety of life can be observed as it gathers there due to the hard substrate created
by the wrecks. Various species of corals, sponges, sea urchins and mollusks form themselves
primary food sources for many more different species of small fishes. These in tumn then are the
food sources ta larger fish. Sharks are often seen patrolling the wrecks. Both sunken wrecks are
now a protected fishing area and their disturbance on the Brunei sea bottom has revealed to
be a massive boost for the local biodiversity after just 50 years since both ships sank and
created that natural habitat.
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