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Abstract

Caodaism, or Cao Daibatbao Tam KyPhabo (the “third great way of salvation®), is the third religion of
Vietnam with growing congregations in diasporic Vietnamese communities around the world. Caoda-
ism an indigenous religion of Vietnam that appeared in the 1920s under the French colonial presence.
The founders are a group of both Vietnamese civil servants and Taoist masters. Before the impending
end of the world, Caodaists have the responsibility to save humanity through conversion, encouraging
Vietnamese  patriotism and the overthrow of the French  colonial  rule.
When we look at the broad picture of Caodaism - a mass-conversion religion appeared in Cochin Chi-
na during the French colonial period — a question comes to mind: are we looking at a unique historical
phenomenon or at one expression of a longer, less historically determined type of religious move-
ment? The purpose of this lecture is to examine the categories of “occultist culture” and “redemptive
societies” as objects of study and their usefulness for the study of Vietnamese religion, for the history
of modern Vietnam, and for the sociology of religion in general.
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