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ABSTRACT
Borneo situated in the midst of Southeast Asia experienced influences from its neighbouring
lands as well as directly and indirectly from the Chinese mainland and Indian sub-continent.
Geography played an important role in ensuring that particular parts of the island received
influences from a particular area, viz. the northwest sector drawn to the Straits of Malacca to
the west and China to the east whereas the south and southeast portions orientated towards
Java. This twin directional pull could be discerned from about the thirteenth century and
increasingly pronounced through to the eighteenth century. The English and the Dutch further
accentuated this differentiated influences, namely the northwest towards the Anglo-China
trade, and the south and southeast turning to Dutch Batavia and the East Indies (present-day
Indonesia). In which direction and influence that Borneo was drawn during the “early modern
period”, namely between the late fourteenth to the late eighteenth centuries will be examined.
But more importantly it is aimed at uncovering the response from the Borneo indigenous
peoples in facing the various influences from without. At the same time interaction from
within between the coastal settlements and the interior regions will also be addressed.
Attention towards change and continuity in terms of economic systems, socio-political
organizations, and socio-cultural traditions provides an insight and understanding of Borneo
before the advent of Western trade and commerce, and subsequently Western colonialism and
domination.
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